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*AP Psychology (#3320) 
 

Description The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the 
behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals.  Students will be exposed to 
the psychological facts, principles and phenomena associated with each of the subfields of 
psychology.  Students will also learn about the methods psychologists use in their science and 
practice.  The aim of this course is to provide the student with a learning experience equivalent to 
that obtained in most college introductory psychology courses. 

Prerequisites  
Credit 1 Credit 

FVTC Advanced Standing 
Textbooks/Resources Myers, David, Psychology, 7th ed. Worth Pub. 2003.  (required)  ISBN # 0-7167-5251-4 

Required Assessments District-wide, Standards-based assessment 
 

Board Approved May, 2005 
 

Revised  
 

 
AASD Social Studies Goals for K-12 Students 

 Develop a chronological sense of time, continuity and change and an awareness of geographic place. 
 Recognize that history and culture influence a society. 
 Develop an awareness of current affairs. 
 Recognize facts and vocabulary pertinent to the grade and/or discipline. 
 Discern cause and effect relationships.  
 Analyze and evaluate information/data. 
 Interpret visually-oriented content. 
 Recognize the rights and responsibilities of individuals and of society. 
 Understand reasons for conflicting ideas and develop possible resolutions. 
 Adopt a wider perspective. 
 Accept democratic beliefs. 
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AASD Social Studies Standards  
I.  Geography Students in the Appleton Area School District will learn about geography through the study of the 

relationships among people, places and environment: 
A. Location, place and regions. 
B. Movement. 
C. Human-Environment Interaction. 
D. Process-Investigation. 

  
II.  History 
      

Students in the Appleton Area School District will learn about the history of Wisconsin, the United States 
and the world, examining change and continuity over time in order to develop historical perspective, 
explain historical relationships and analyze issues that affect the present and the future: 
A. Time, continuity and change in U.S. history. 
B. U.S. cultures and cultural diversity. 
C. People, places and events in U.S. history. 
D. Process and investigation. 

  
III.  Political Science  
      and Citizenship 

Students in the Appleton Area School District will learn about political science and acquire the knowledge 
of political systems necessary for developing individual civic responsibility by studying the history and 
contemporary uses of power, authority, and governance: 
A. World affairs. 
B. Basic concepts/purposes of government. 
C. American ideals and citizenship. 
D. Government structures and processes. 

  
IV. Economics Students in the Appleton Area School District will learn about production, distribution, exchange and 

consumption so that they can make informed economic decisions: 
A. Production, distribution, consumption and exchange. 
B. Science, technology, society and government. 
C. Global connections. 
D. Process, investigation and decision making. 

  
V.  Behavioral Sciences Students in the Appleton Area School District will learn about the behavioral sciences by exploring 

concepts from the discipline of sociology, the discipline of psychology, and the discipline of anthropology: 
A. Human origins and cultural development. 
B. Individual human behavior. 
C. Interactions between and among individuals, groups and institutions. 
D. Cultural diversity. 
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Course Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments

 
1. Apply research 

methods 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. describes and compares the biological, behavioral, cognitive and socio-cultural 

perspectives. 
b. lists and explains the major subfields of psychology. 
c. examines the role of ethics in research and professional practice. 
d. describes the elements of an experiment. 
e. explains the importance of sampling in psychological research. 
f. describes and compares quantitive and qualitative research strategies. 
g. defines descriptive statistics and explains how they are used by behavioral scientists. 
h. explains and describes measures of central tendency. 
i. describes the concept of correlation and explains how it is used in psychology. 
j. recognizes how inferential statistics are used in psychological research. 
k. identifies ethical issues in psychological research. 
l. discusses psychology’s roots in philosophy and natural science.  
m. describes the emergences of experimental psychology. 
n. recognizes the diversity of psychological theories in the 20th century. 
o. describes psychology’s increasing inclusiveness of diverse interests and constituents. 

  
• Tests 
• Observation 
• Conference 
• Papers 
• Portfolios 
• Speeches 
• Projects 
• Diagrams 
• Discussion  
 

Objectives are linked to these AASD standards:            Behavioral Sciences:  Psychology  
 
2. Explore 

psychophysiology 
 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. identifies the neuron as the basis for neural communication. 
b. describes how information is transmitted and integrated in the nervous system. 
c. analyzes how the process of neurotransmission can be modified by heredity and 

environment. 
d. classifies the major divisions and subdivisions of the nervous system. 
e. differentiates the functions of the various subdivisions of the nervous system. 
f. identifies the structure and function of the major regions of the brain. 
g. recognizes specific functions are centered in specific lobes of the cerebral cortex. 
h. explains how research and technology have provided methods to analyze brain 

behavior and disease. 
i. Compares/ contrasts the influence on brain function between left and right 

hemispheres. 
j. describes how the endocrine glands are linked to the nervous system. 
k. assesses the effects of heredity and environment on behavior. 
l. explains how evolved tendencies interact with the present environment and culture to 

determine behavior. 

 
• Tests 
• Observation 
• Conference 
• Papers 
• Portfolios 
• Speeches 
• Projects 
• Diagrams 
• Discussion 
 
 
 

Objectives are linked to these AASD standards:  Behavioral Science: Psychology  
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Course Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 

 
3. Explore the different 

aspects of clinical 
psychology 

 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. distinguishes the common characteristics of abnormal behavior. 
b. cites examples of abnormal behavior. 
c. relates judgments of abnormality to contexts in which those judgments occur. 
d. describes major explanations for the origins of abnormality. 
e. identifies the purpose of different research methods. 
f. characterizes the advantages and limitations of different research methods for 

studying abnormal behavior. 
g. discusses the major categories of abnormal behavior. 
h. explores the challenges associated with accurate diagnosis. 
i. considers factors that influence vulnerability to abnormal behavior. 
j. discusses the stigma associated with abnormal behavior. 
k. speculates about means for promoting greater understanding of abnormal 

behavior. 
 
 
 

 
• Tests 
• Observation 
• Conference 
• Papers 
• Portfolios 
• Speeches 
• Projects 
• Diagrams 
• Discussion 
 
 
 
 

Objectives are linked to these AASD standards: 
          Behavioral Sciences:  Psychology 
 
 
 
4. Investigate the cognitive 

domain 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. analyzes how we make changes in our behavior through experience with the 

environment, usually focusing on classical conditioning, instrumental conditioning 
and cognitive learning. 

b. analyzes how we remember as well as how we can improve memory. 
c. examines the role of language, problem solving skills, creativity, multilingualism 

and intelligence testing as primary interests of researchers in this area. 
d. explores varying stages of awareness, including sleep, reactions to drugs, 

daydreaming and controlled conscious processes. 

 
• Tests 
• Observation 
• Conference 
• Papers 
• Portfolios 
• Speeches 
• Projects 
• Diagrams 
• Discussion 
 
 

Objectives are linked to these AASD standards: 
           Behavioral Sciences:  Psychology 
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Course Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments
 
5. Analyze lifespan 

development theories 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. describes physical, social and cognitive changes from the prenatal period 

throughout the lifespan. 
b. examines the nature of change over the lifespan. 
c. identifies the complex cognitive structures found in the early development of 

infants and young children. 
d. applies lifespan principles to personal experience. 
e. explains the distinguishing characteristics of the longitudinal and cross 

sectional methods of study. 
f. outlines the stages of a development theory by theorists such as Piaget, 

Erikson, Kohlberg, Gilligan, Cross, Helms, and so on. 
g. recognizes how biological and environmental factors linked to societal 

conceptions of gender shape the experiences of males and females. 
h. examines the development of ethnic identity. 
i. explores developmental theories as they relate to cultural bias. 
j. describes the role of critical periods in development. 
k. explains the issues of continuity/discontinuity and stability/instability in 

development. 
l. discusses the influence of technology on quality of life. 
m. examines the role of technology on longevity. 
n. examines how nature and nurture influence our development from conception 

until death. 

 
• Tests 
• Observation 
• Conference 
• Papers 
• Portfolios 
• Speeches 
• Projects 
• Diagrams 
• Discussion 
 

Objectives are linked to these AASD standards:        
Behavioral Science:  Psychology                                         
 
6. Investigate the 

sociocultural domain  
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. focuses on how psychologists measure and compare an individual’s abilities 

and characteristics. 
b. demonstrates scientific explanations of personality development along with 

the methods psychologists use to measure personality concepts. 
c. investigates patterns of behavior that are considered deviant or distressful in 

our culture and includes how psychologists diagnose these patterns. 
d. discusses the various intervention methods, including psychotherapy and 

medical interventions, that mental health practitioners use in treating abnormal 
conditions. 

e. explores how we perceive the social world and how we behave in relation to 
other people. 

 
• Tests 
• Observation 
• Conference 
• Papers 
• Portfolios 
• Speeches 
• Projects 
• Diagrams 
• Discussion 
 

Objectives are linked to these AASD standards: 
           Behavioral Science:  Psychology 
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Course Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments
 

7. Trace the history and 
development of 
psychology as a science.  

 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. associates logic, philosophy and the history of science to the development 

of psychology. 
b. traces the development of the biological perspective. 
c. traces the development of the behavioral perspective. 
d. traces the development of the cognitive perspective. 
e. traces the development of the humanistic perspective. 
f. evaluates the psychodynamic perspective. 
g. traces the socio-cultural perspective. 
h. applies the theory to evolution to the topics of psychology. 
 

 
• Tests 
• Observation 
• Conference 
• Papers 
• Portfolios 
• Speeches 
• Projects 
• Diagrams 
• Discussion 

Objectives are linked to these AASD standards: 
          Behavioral Sciences: Psychology 
 
8.   Understanding 

sensation,  perception 
and consciousness  

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. applies the concept of thresholds. 
b. charts the various sensory mechanisms and the process of transduction. 
c. explains sensory adaptation. 
d. explores the process of attention. 
e. investigates the various perceptual processes. 
f. analyzes sleep and dreaming research. 
g. analyzes hypnosis. 
h. investigates psychoactive drug effects. 

 
• Tests 
• Observation 
• Conference 
• Papers 
• Portfolios 
• Speeches 
• Projects 
• Diagrams 
• Discussion  

Objectives are linked to these AASD standards: 
           Behavioral Sciences:  Psychology                  
 
9. Explore motivation and 

emotion 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. focuses on the biological bases of emotion—internal instincts, needs and 

drives. 
b. analyzes the concepts of intrinsic and extrinsic motivation. 
c. conceptualize motives into primary and secondary types.  
d. understands that motivation links cognition with physiological 

mechanisms. 
e. differentiates the various theories about emotion. 
f. analyzes the role of stress on emotion and motivation. 
g. explores the nature of a responses to conflicting motives. 
 

 
• Tests 
• Observation 
• Conference 
• Papers 
• Portfolios 
• Speeches 
• Projects 
• Diagrams 
• Discussion 

Objectives are linked to these AASD standards: 
           Behavioral Sciences: Psychology 
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Course Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments
 
10.  Investigate personality 

and the assessment of 
human personality 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. analyzes the major theories and approaches to personality. 
b. recognizes that each of the approaches to personality has  

implications for understanding normal and abnormal. 
c. analyzes the different models about personality development. 
d. contrast research orientations in the investigation of personality. 
e. examines the ideas about the self and related issues as self 

conflict and self esteem. 
f. analyzes methods for assessing personality. 
g. analyzes ways of measuring the reliability and validity of 

personality tests and the establishment of norms. 
h. evaluates ethics and standards in testing. 
i. evaluates the nature/nurture issue. 

 
• Tests 
• Observation 
• Conference 
• Papers 
• Portfolios 
• Speeches 
• Projects 
• Diagrams 
• Discussion 
 
 

Objectives are linked to these AASD standards: 
           Behavioral Sciences: Psychology 
 
 
 
 
 


